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SAN PATRICIO AND REFUGIO COUNTIES
Some Statistical Facts About Two Texas Counties Which
Though Among the Smallest in the State, Promise Much
In the Future Development.

HE counties of San Patricio and Refugio, lying in the order named
immediately north of Nueces county, on the Gulf Coast, while
occupying a place among the midget counties of Texas, are at the
same time among those that promise most in future development.
Both counties combined constitute an area of only 1,500 square miles, but
little more than half that of Nueces county, and considerably less than
half the dimensions of Cameron county.
In many respects the physical conditions that maintain in San Patricio
and Refugio counties closely resemble like conditions in Nueces, Cameron
and other coastal counties of Texas. However, there are certain marks
of individuality or differentiation which may or may not, according to
the judgment of the land or homeseeker, operate to the advantage of those
first named.
It is a fact, interesting to observe, that San Patricio and Refugio
counties are geographically situated at a point where the two extremes of
conditions in the Gulf Coast country converge. South of the Nueces
river, the south boundary of San Patricio county, is the semi-arid region
of Southwest Texas, where irrigation is generally necessary for the suc
cessful production of most crops. North of the Guadalupe, which forms
a portion of the north boundary of Refugio county, is that division of the
coast country in which rain is not only abundant, but sometimes excessive.
Between the locality first named and that last mentioned there is a dif
ference of about twenty-five inches in annual precipitation.
Situated immediately between the two belts just described, San Patricio
and Refugio counties occupy an ideal position, agriculturally speaking.
The average annual rainfall is from 30 to 35 inches, and hence ample
for the production of general crops. It is, of course, quite probable that
the best results in truck growing can be obtained through irrigation.
Topographically, San Patricio and Refugio counties are for the most
part level, broken occasionally by creeks and ravines, which comprise an
unexcelled drainage system. The easy level drift common to the section
south of the Nueces, however, is superseded north of that stream by gently
undulating and partially wooded prairies. Both counties abound in an
abundance of luxuriant grasses such as produce fine stock. The natural
vegetation is much heavier, comparatively speaking, than that of which
the section south of the Nueces boasts. Live oak, post oak, pecan, ash,
elm, cottonwood, hackberry and a dozen more well known trees thrive
exuberantly. A large portion of both counties, however, is open prairie.
Soils vary widely. There are black soils and sandy soils, heavy soils
and light soils, hogwallow land and alluvial bottom land; in fact there
is scarcely a condition of soil known to the farmer that cannot be found
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Eighteen Months' Growth of Early Eucalyptus Tree
at La Parra Ranch.
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somewhere in the territory circumscribed by the boundaries of the two
counties.
In this connection, it is a fact which may be observed with interest,
whether or not it may be significant, that San Patricio and Refugio coun
ties were the first homes of white men in the South I exas coast country.
Certain lands within their borders were selected by colonists as what
they considered to be the most desirable places for homes in Texas. This
was three-quarters of a century ago, when the white people in Texas
were so few in number that had they all been congregated in one place
they would have formed a community less than a third as populous as
the city of Houston today. 1 he colonists who selected sites for settle
ments in the two counties believed they had chosen the best land in
Texas.
Notwithstanding the fact that San Patricio and Refugio counties are
among the oldest communities in Texas, they boast of but little in
dustrial development. For more than half a century stock raising has
been the chief business of those people who live within their confines.
Consequently the ownership of land is, as a general rule, restricted to
stockmen, who individually control thousands of acres. The result of
this condition of things, as the reader can doubtless easily surmise, is that
agriculture, as a common practice, is not as yet a factor in the life of
the people. 1 here are, to be sure, several thousands of acres under culti
vation in both counties, but the proportion of the whole is so inconsider
able as to make the industry of only secondary importance.
But there is no question about the fertility of the soils of San Patricio
and Refugio, or their capacity to produce abundantly when devoted to
crops. It is indeed doubtful if there is a better cotton and corn country
in Texas than the section which these two counties represent. For in
stance, a thirty-five acre patch of cotton near the town of Refugio yields
an average of a bale to the acre every year. Kaffir corn, sorghum, broom
corn and ribbon cane are paying crops, and rice has been produced suc
cessfully in a small way. All kinds of truck crops, particularly water
melons and potatoes, thrive exceedingly well. Grapes, peaches, plums,
pears, blackberries and dewberries are fruits that have been tried and
demonstrated to be admirably adapted to the soil and climatic conditions
of the section. The vintage of San Patricio county vineyards has been
pronounced by many as superior to the best California product.
* 4 A
Just here a few brief facts and figures of a statistical nature concern
ing the two counties may be of interest.
San Patricio county has an area of about 700 square miles. Property
valuations in the county approximate $2,<300,000.00, and the rate of taxa
tion is only 67^ cents on $100.00. Lands are assessed at an average
rate of $2.50 per acre. The selling price of lands, such as it is possible
to purchase, ranges from $10.00 to $20.00 per acre. Large tracts, em
bracing more than a thousand acres, can be had, in some instances, as low
as $8.00 per acre. There are, at present, about 15,000 acres in cultiva
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tion in the county, a large portion of which is controlled by a pasture
company operating in the southeastern part of the county. Practically
all of the remaining area of the county is devoted to grazing purpones.
The population of the county is nearly 3,000, all of whom, with the ex
ception of a few .Mexicans, are white. Sinton, located at the junction of
the St. L. B. & M. and the S. A. & A. P. railways, is the county seat.
Mathis, San Patricio, Gregory, Aransas Pass, Taft, Sharpesburg and
Angelita are thriving and growing towns. Educational and religious advantages arc good.
Refugio county has an area of about 850 square miles and a total prop
erty valuation approximating $3,000,000.00. 1he rate of taxation is 73
cents on $100.00, and lands are assessed from $1.00 to $3»oo per acre.
Such land as can he purchased sells at prices varying from $10.00 to $25.00
per acre, the latter figure maintaining in the case of agricultural lands.
There is, however, little land for sale at this time. The acreage in culti
vation in the county will not exceed 10,000 acres. Cotton, corn and
ribbon cane are the principal crops. The county's population is about
1,300, about one-half of which number are residents of the town of
Refugio, the county seat, located near the geographical center of the
county, on Mission river. St. Mary's is the only other town of conse
quence in the county. The scholastic population is 238 and educational
advantages are as good as can be found anywhere.
& * *
In conclusion, attention should be directed to the fact that the con
ditions which today maintain in San Patricio and Refugio count.es,
quiescent as they may appear, and dormant as they doubtless are, are but
transitory. In other words, things are on the eve of a great change, a
radical transformation. Indeed, new conditions are even now in process
of crystallization. In days gone by, stock raising was the one industry, the
one basic pursuit. People were, and are still, for that matter, few, and
consequently individual holdings are large. But now that the railroad,
that herald of inevitable change in the habits and doings of men, has
come and enhanced the value of property, a few stockmen are will
ing to part with a portion of their lands. The certain result will be
people who will put to their best use, by cultivation, those fertile acres
which comprise that favored area of the Texas coast country designated
by San Patricio and Refugio counties.

CURE FOR A "NAGGING" WOMAN.
Having advertised as a widower in search of Wife No. 2, a man of
St. Gall, Switzerland, showed the fifty replies and photographs which he
had received to his wife, and, stating that if she did not want him there
were others who did, he effectively cured her of her "nagging" habits.

